
Copies to: J. Spano E. Brasf,e,d
—— : ———— W. Papageorqe H. Curfl. From: J. W.Molloy

Minoif P. Heisler

Tu«. Sept. 23, 1980 HBrnwmil

uget site invest! for toxic chemicals
PATRICIA SZYMCZAK

•Democrat Staff Writer
— Illinois •uthorttiet are

lng • Sauget site where they
beljeve" toxic chemicals from a landfill
UMta( dumping ground for Industrial
-MifBjijDr more than 40 yean may,
en4«figer the ground water. The Globe-
Deiopprtt has learned.

!Mlebael Mauzy, director of the
,III)nM»-< Environmental Protection
, Ageflo/,1 confirmed his agency I*
1 looking Into reports that the late Leo
SaUget, (he flnrt mayor of the town that
bear* hi* name, operated an Immense
landfill Mutbeajt of Dead Creek, which

!'!• i smolderjng, glowing ditch polluted
tvwr cancer-causing chemicals ''and
} toxjc metals.
1 "^\n'» a better than HWO chance
something's there." Mauzy told The

Globe-Democrat. "We're taking It very
seriously, but we're not going to stkk
an auger In it and chance hitting
something."

EPA SCIENTISTS will release
results of an analysis of water samples
taken from private wells In the Cahokla
end of Dead Creek at a news conference
Wednesday.

But. while Mauzy said • favorable
finding "will be good news for the
private well users. It does not mean
that (chemical pollutant*) haven't
gotten Into the ground water.

"We'll be doing more tests later In
the Sauget end," near where a Vacrt
landfill reportedly was operated south
of Queeny Avenue and west of Falling
Springs Road from early In the century
until the mid-1960s.

Reports of possible dumping of toxic
waste at the site allegedly operated by

the former mayor of Monsanto (the
town was renamed Sauget In 1968)
surfaced following revelations that the
dried up Dead-Creek nearby contains
high levels of, cancer causing PCBs
(polychtorinated Mphenyb), pesticides
a n d 10metals. . . . • >

MAUZY TOLD THE Globe-
Democrat the EPA doe* not know If the -
dump Is the source of the Dead Creek •
pollution, or If it Is a situation the <
agency will nave to treat separately. :

"We dont want to be alarmist'
because we don't know what's there,".
Mauzy saM.

Arm Carr, assistant Illinois attorney
general for pollution cases In the
southern part of the stale, said her,
off ice Is watching the EPA
Investigation'closely and to prepared to
prosecute when the person responsible
Is found.

the attorney general's office has "a
suspect" in the Dead Creek case, but as

. yet has not begun an investigation 'of
the source of material In the nearby
landfill, she said.

"We're talking about a time when
people buried the stuff and thought It
would all go away," Mrs. Carr said,
adding that Industrie* that generated
the waste products usually are sued If
the dumper cannot be found or Is unable
to pay.

SOURCES CLOSE TO the EPA. say
the agency may have to use' an
electronic "treasure hunting" device to
determine If large quantities of metal
exist below the surface, because of
fears that drilling In the area could
release toxic wastes that might
otherwise remain encased In Si-gallon
drums.

EPA officials have no record of a

dump at the site, which was allegedly
closed before the General Assembly
passed laws requiring landfill operators
to register with the stale. The first rules
governing such registration were
passed In 1966 by the Illinois
Department of Public Health and are
now enforced by EPA.

But, Cahokla flreflghters recall
numerous Mazes near the area In the
1990s and early 1960s that sometimes
caused their department to be called to
assist Sauget fire officials.

A retired assistant chief of the
Cahokla fire deparment told The Globe-
Democrat he responded to fires In a

• dump south of Queeny Avenue across
from what Is now the Sauget Village
Hall, and once fought a blaze In Dead
Creek Itself.

"I COULDNT SAY what It was
(burning). But it was something out ol

the ordinary," he said. "It was just a .'
nasty hole. The fires were harder to .
control."

G. Thomas Duffy, a former '
managing editor of the now defunct
Metro-East (East St. Louis) Journal. '
remembered stories of nearby'
residents who claimed to have gotten
sick from odors wafting acurss the
fields surrounding the landfill.

"There were a great number of
objectors to It," Duffy said.

Mrs. Carr said her office ha j learned
Ihal more than one old landfill may
exist In the Sauget area, but Ihal report
has yti to be confirmed.

Despite repeated efforts by The
Globe-Democrat, Paul Sauget. who
succeeded his father as mayor of the
town, could not be reached for
comment Monday.
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